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HB 512 would appropriate funds for the design and construction of a livestock staging
area of holding pens at Nawiliwili Harbor. The statement on this bill does not represent
an official position of the University of Hawaii.
The bill does not indicate the location or dimension of the staging area or holding
pens that would be constructed nor the type or number of animals or the duration of their
stay in the holding pens.
If such holding pens are constructed, we suggest that due caution be exercised in
their location so as to avoid waste runoff to Nawiliwili Harbor. Livestock manures represent
a significance source of human disease-producing coliform and salmonella bacteria. The
salmonella strains from livestock are highly resistant strains because of antibiotics given
to the cattle. Furthermore, it is our understanding that the Department of Health has
identified one particularly resistant strain of salmonella unique to Hawaii, that survives
in seawater. If the holding areas remain wet due either to poor drainage, or surface runoff,
the bacteria can be expected to survive and may enter the harbor. Any runoff from the
holding pends can also be assumed to contain high nutrient loads. We suggest that the
Department of Health be consulted about the location to assure that significant non-point-
source pollutants do not flow or leach into Nawiliwili Harbor.
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